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The Art of Living Lightly: What
Jesus Really Wants Us to

Give Up for Lent

Rolling Announcements

Countdown Video

Welcome/Song Intro

Your Love Awakens Me

Opening Prayer

Welcome/Announcements
- For visitors and members, we have QR codes that will take you directly to our visitor information, online bulletin, upcoming events/
news and giving page. Just open your camera and scan the QR code, no app necessary.  There are also paper visitor forms if you
would like to fill those in and drop them off in the baskets as you leave the service.

- Lenten Small Groups have begun.  The groups are studying a book called "Sacred Rhythms."  To join a group, please go to
saxegotha.org/winter.

- Easter Lily Sale through March 19 - Purchase online or with the envelopes - in the Sanctuary in the pews/on tables in the Light
House.

- "Let's Glow" Glow in the Dark Indoor Easter Egg Hunt.  Saturday, March 25 in the Gym from 9-11 am. Family fun for all ages - bring
a dry/cannned good to donate to Mission Lexington. Volunteer by clicking on the QR code. We are collecting donations of candy for
treat bags and breakfast/snack foods.

Children's Message Video

Bumper Video

Gathering To Worship

Proclaiming the Word



Title: A Merciful Rhythm
Core
Jesus upends our expectations about God’s way of living, from disciplines and demands to kindness and mercy.

Call
We can’t give what we don’t got. So this week, notice when God is offering you mercy. Notice how hard it is to receive it. Work through
that. Then notice when God is calling you extend mercy. As you have received it, so give it away!

Compel
I hope people feel God’s mercy, and a desire to extend it to others.

Let’s begin our time in God’s word by remembering the theme text for the series, Matt 11:28-30. This week we’ll hear it from The
Message paraphrase.

28–30 Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how
to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything
heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.

Our text for this morning is…
Matthew 12:1-14
12      At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some heads of
grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the
Sabbath.”
3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and he
and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in
the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that one greater than the
temple is here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the
innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to
accuse Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”
11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How
much more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”
13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other.
14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.

Prayer of Consecration

His Mercy Is More

Prayer of Confession
God of grace and mercy,

Lent is often a difficult time for us.
Our relationship with you is not what it could be.
Following Jesus is hard work,

and sin clings to our lives—
breaking our relationships with one another,
leading us away from you.

Forgive us and help us turn back to you.
May we walk this Lenten journey

with you and with Christ,
knowing it is Christ who redeems,

forgives, and heals.
May we follow the light of life,

the source of love. Amen.

Words of Assurance
Brothers and sisters, God is rich in mercy,

making us alive together in fellowship with Christ.
By grace we have been saved.
Receive forgiveness and live in abundant love! Amen.

Officer Installation

Passing the Peace

Responding in Worship



Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Consecration & The Lord's Prayer

Words of Institution & Instruction

Communion

Come To The Table

Pastoral/Offertory Prayer

Christ Be Magnified

Benediction
Mention Church Officers in the Receiving Area next to Cafe

The Sacrament of Communion

Sending Out to Worship

Special Announcement:
The Flowers that Grace the Sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in memory 
of Keith and Ellie Marquis by Keith and Wendy Gaillard.


