
 
 

Gabriel:  The Angelic Seeker         November 29, 2020          Characters 

Luke 1:26-38 (1st Week of Advent - HOPE)                                                                                          Rev. Patrick Cherry 

Prelude 
"O Come, O Come, Immanuel" 

arr. Kenneth D. Varner 
 

 

Advent Candlelighting Song and Readings 
Light the Candle of "Hope" 

 

 

Opening Hymn 
#245 "O come, O come Emmanuel" 

 
 

Call to Worship (Have HH's mic unmuted) 
Inspired by Daniel 10 

LEADER: Don’t be afraid. 

PEOPLE: But our future is uncertain, and we are lost. 

L: Don’t be afraid, you who are treasured by God. 

P: But are we good enough and have we done enough? 

L: Don’t be afraid, you who are treasured by God. Peace to you; be very strong! 

P: Our hearts are troubled, and our strength is waning. 

L: We have entered the season of anticipation and hope. We shall not fear for our God draws near. Our value is found in the One who 

created us, and our strength comes from above. Let us be thankful. Let us worship our God! 

Celebration of Community 
Welcome to live and online worship here at Saxe Gotha. 

 
-Visitor Cards are located in the pews or available from the ushers. Please fill these in and place in the offering baskets as you leave. 

 
-A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 13 at 11am before the Lessons & Carols Service.  To discuss: 

1. Receive the report of the nominating committee and to elect deacons and elders; 

2. Receive and act on the recommendation by the Facilities Committee and Session regarding the right-of-way acquisition by 

Dominion Energy Carolina Gas Transmission, LLC and Dominion Energy SC, Inc. 

3. Receive and act on the recommendations by Session pertaining to changes to the Terms of Call of the ordained staff. 

 
-Love-A-Family trees are up. Spread Christmas love by purchasing gifts for a local person or family in need.  Please return the gift by 

Sunday, Dec. 6. 

 
-Staff Love Offering - You may give in the envelopes provided by the ushers or online at: saxegotha.org/give through Dec. 13. Saxe 

Gotha has a total of 28 full and part time staff members. 

 
- Extra Advent boxes are available in the Narthex on a first come, first serve basis. We can also email the devotional to you. (we've 

given out over 50 so far!) 

 
-Thank you to all who donated poinsettias this year. All of the dedications will be on the screens at the end of the service. 

 

We Gather to Worship 



 

 

Words of Assurance 
1 John 1:4-7 

And these things we write, so that our joy may be made complete. And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to 

you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, 

we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 

 

Gloria Patri 
 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 

 

Offertory Prayer 
Thank you to the Operation Turkey volunteers and all those who donated to feed Lexington families! -  - over 600 people served! 

 

 

Message 
Gabriel: The Angelic Seeker Luke 1:26-38 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
 

 

We Respond to God's Word 

Anthem (VIDEO) 
"Rose of Bethlehem" 

 

We Hear God's Word 

Advent Song of Celebration 
#243 "Emmanuel" 

Children's Message (Video) 

Affirmation of Faith 
from ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians Essential Tenets 

L: The great purpose toward which each human life is drawn is to glorify God and to enjoy 

Him forever. 

ALL: Each member of the church glorifies God by recognizing and naming His glory, 

which is the manifestation and revelation of His own nature. Each member of the church enjoys God by being so united with Christ 

through the power of the Holy Spirit as to become a participant in that divine nature, transformed from one degree of glory to another 

and escorted by Christ into the loving communion of the Trinity. So, we confess our faith not as a matter of dispassionate intellectual 

assent, but rather as an act by which we give God glory and announce our membership in the body of Christ. We trust that when 

God’s glory is so lifted up and when His nature is thus made manifest in the life of the body, the church will be a light that draws 

people from every tribe and tongue and nation to be reconciled to God. 

Prayer of Confession 
Gracious Creator, you have given us so much, 

but too often we take those gifts for granted, or 

as something to which we are entitled. 

 
You call us to live in caring community, 

but too often we place our wants and needs first, 

with those of others a distant second. 

 
You call us to share Your gifts with the world around us, 

but we are worried that there may not be enough, 

and our worrying gets in the way of our sharing. 

 
For all the times when we mistreat and misuse Your gifts, 

for all the times we assume that we get what we have by ourselves, 

forgive us and lead us back to the path of wisdom. 

In the name of our Gracious Savior we pray, AMEN. 



 

 

Invitation and Benediction 
 

 

Postlude 
"Postlude on 'Gloria'" Jason D. Payne 

 
 

 
 

Closing Hymn 
#237 "Lord dismiss us with your blessing" 

Memory Verse 
Luke 1: 38 (ESV) 

38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 


