
Traditional
A Merciful Rhythm March 5, 2023

The Art of Living Lightly: What
Jesus Really Wants Us to

Give Up for Lent

Prelude "Bell Peal on Old 100th" by Louis Bourgeois and arr. by Linda R. Lamb
The Jeri Spires Handbell Ensemble

Celebration of Community
- For visitors and members, we have QR codes that will take you directly to our visitor information, online bulletin, upcoming events/
news and giving page. Just open your camera and scan the QR code, no app necessary.  There are also paper visitor forms if you
would like to fill those in and drop them off in the baskets as you leave the service.

- Lenten Small Groups have begun.  The groups are studying a book called "Sacred Rhythms."  To join a group, please go to
saxegotha.org/winter.

- Easter Lily Sale through March 19 - Purchase online or with the envelopes - in the Sanctuary in the pews/on tables in the Light
House.

- "Let's Glow" Glow in the Dark Indoor Easter Egg Hunt.  Saturday, March 25 in the Gym from 9-11 am. Family fun for all ages - bring
a dry/cannned good to donate to Mission Lexington. Volunteer by clicking on the QR code. We are collecting donations of candy for
treat bags and breakfast/snack foods.

Introit "Lamb of God" by Ellen Purchase
Worship Vocal Team or Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano) and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

* Call to Worship
One: Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.
ALL: God’s steadfast love endures forever.
One: Make your petitions heard,

for God saves us in times of trouble.
ALL: Christ’s steadfast love endures forever.
One: God satisfies our hunger with good things,

and quenches our thirst with living water.
ALL: The Spirit’s steadfast love endures forever.
One: Come, let us worship God!

* Opening Hymn #435 "God of Grace and God of Glory" (vs. 1-4) [CH]
Worship Vocal Team or Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano) and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

Prayer of Confession
God of grace and mercy,

Lent is often a difficult time for us.
Our relationship with you is not what it could be.
Following Jesus is hard work,

and sin clings to our lives—
breaking our relationships with one another,
leading us away from you.

Forgive us and help us turn back to you.
May we walk this Lenten journey

with you and with Christ,
knowing it is Christ who redeems,

forgives, and heals.
May we follow the light of life,

the source of love. Amen.

Moment of Silent Confession

2nd Sunday of Lent

Holy Communion Sunday

Installation of Officers

We Gather to Worship



Words of Assurance
Brothers and sisters, God is rich in mercy,

making us alive together in fellowship with Christ.
By grace we have been saved.
Receive forgiveness and live in abundant love! Amen.

* Affirmation of Faith
Q: What is your only comfort, in life and in death?

A:
That I am not my own,
but belong—
body and soul,
in life and in death—
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in
such a way
that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.

Because I belong to him,
Christ, by his Holy Spirit,
assures me of eternal life
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 4.001

* Gloria Patri #813 "Glory Be to the Father"
Worship Vocal Team or Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano), and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

Special Music "He's Got the Whole World" arr. by Valerie Stephenson
The Jerri Spires Handbell Ensemble

Children's Message

* Passing of the Peace

* Hymn #355 "There's a Wideness in God's Mercy" (vs. 1-4) [CH]
Worship Vocal Team or Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano) and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

Installation of Officers

Invitation to the Offering
Invite the ushers to please come forward.

Give Online: SaxeGotha.org
Text: 803-302-3499
Mail: 5503 Sunset Blvd, Lexington, SC 29072

Offertory
8:30 “Amazing Grace”....Arr. Jack Schrader | Cathy McGill (piano)
11:00 "Seed That in Earth Is Dying" by Bradley Ellingboe | Sanctuary Choir and Cathy McGill (piano)
[Selected music is CCLI Song Select, One License, Public Domain, or written permission was provided by composer or arranger.]

* Doxology #815 "Praise God From Who All Blessings Flow"
Worship Vocal Team or Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano), Ruth Brannen (pipe organ) and CONGREGATION

Offertory Blessing and Prayer

Pocket Anthem "At Calvary" by Daniel Towner
Cathy McGill (piano) “At Calvary” Celebration Hymnal, p. 492

Bumper Video

We Hear God's Word



Title: A Merciful Rhythm
Core
Jesus upends our expectations about God’s way of living, from disciplines and demands to kindness and mercy.

Call
We can’t give what we don’t got. So this week, notice when God is offering you mercy. Notice how hard it is to receive it. Work through
that. Then notice when God is calling you extend mercy. As you have received it, so give it away!

Compel
I hope people feel God’s mercy, and a desire to extend it to others.

Let’s begin our time in God’s word by remembering the theme text for the series, Matt 11:28-30. This week we’ll hear it from The
Message paraphrase.

28–30 Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how
to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything
heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.

Our text for this morning is…
Matthew 12:1-14
12      At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some heads of
grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the
Sabbath.”
3 He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and he
and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you read in
the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent? 6 I tell you that one greater than the
temple is here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the
innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to
accuse Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”
11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How
much more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”
13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other.
14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus.

Holy Communion (Invitation, Great Thanksgiving, and Breaking of the Bread)
Organ and Piano Alternating Special Music
[Selected music is CCLI Song Select, One License, Public Domain, or written permission was provided by composer or arranger.]

Prayer after Holy Communion
Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament live in the unity of your Holy Spirit, that we may show forth your gifts to all
the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. [Unison-CONGREGATION]

* Closing Hymn #N/A "God, When You Called Our Church by Grace" (vs. 1-3) [Sung to the hymn, "The Solid
Rock"-526-CH-Key of F only] arr. by Garth Olson
Worship Vocal Team or Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano) and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

* Invitation and Benediction

Postlude "Grosser Gott, wir loben dich" by Hans Andre Stamm
Ruthie Brannen (organ)

* Congregation is asked to stand if able.

We Respond to God's Word

Special Announcement:
The Flowers that Grace the Sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Keith 
and Ellie Marquis by Keith and Wendy Gaillard.


