
Week 2 | SERVICE 
 

 
 

PONDER 
 

13 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and 
return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved 
them to the very end. 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas, son 
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over 
everything and that he had come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got up from the 
table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then 
he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. 
12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand 
what I was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I 
am. 14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each 
other’s feet. 15 I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 16 I tell you the 
truth, slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more important than the 
one who sends the message. 17 Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing 
them.   |   John 13:1-5, 12-17 (NLT) 

 
POINT 
 

A call to become a disciple is a call to serve. When you think of modern heroes of the 
faith, who comes to mind? Perhaps one of the most endearing figures of our time is that 
of Mother Teresa. She may have died back in 1997, but the legacy of her ministry in 
Calcutta lives on. In her book Love: A Fruit Always in Season she says, “Faith in action is 
love-and love in action is service.” By its very nature, faith is meant to be active and the 
church out in the world, serving the world. One of my favorite quotes from Emil Brunner 
is, “The church exists by mission as a fire exists by burning!” Our active work in the world and 
in our communities is essential to our walk of faith. But we must be careful to mind our 
motives. A lot of good acts are done to self-promote or make us feel better about 
ourselves. We would do well to note what made Teresa so compelling. Her fame came 
not from her efforts to be famous, but by people noting the power of her simple life  
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focuses on serving others. True service focuses on the need of the other and not on 
ourselves. Many of the truest acts of service are done in quiet. Where are the needs in 
your neighborhood, community, and city or town? How might you take up your cross and 
follow Jesus as a suffering servant? If the God of the entire universe stepped down from 
heaven to serve, might we also step out to serve? 

 

PRACTICE 
 

This one is as straightforward as a discipline can be. Consider some ways you would like 
to serve others in your community. 

• Service Project | Pick a small or big project to do out in your community this 
weekend. Help a neighbor in need with yard work or project. Volunteer at a soup 
kitchen. Volunteer with a tutoring program. Offer to wash your pastor’s car (okay, 
that one is wishful thinking, but it would be appreciated, and I won’t even give you 
credit…to keep you humble of course!) 

• Random Acts of Quiet Kindness | This can be done in a variety of forms. Pay for 
the person behind you in line at the drive-thru. Or become a neighborhood sleuth 
and figure out a particular need of one of your neighbors you do not know very 
well. Based on their need, buy or build them a needed gift, but leave it on their 
doorstep with no note giving you credit. The key is not in the randomness, as you 
can plan. The key is in the quiet kindness. When we receive credit for our service, 
we still serve ourselves.  

 

PRAYER 
 

Father, allow me to serve others with a joyful heart; never keeping score; Always giving; 
Never expecting to receive. Allow me to give of myself, to give of my talents and of my goods, 
to give of my time and of my energy, to give of my heart and of my soul. Help me understand 
the needs of others, never criticizing, never demeaning, never scolding, never condemning. 
You have been so gracious to me, always Loving, always forgiving, always restoring; Never 
gloating over my defeats, even when I have been so wrong. Father, keep a condemning spirit 
far from my heart and further from my lips. Allow me to serve others as You serve, with 
gentleness, compassion, and tenderness, never diminishing the worth of another, choosing 
to extend mercy to the brokenhearted, Like You have repeatedly shown it to me, Amen. —Jack 
Watts in his blog Pushing Jesus https://pushingjesus.wordpress.com/2010/07/26/a-prayer-about-serving-
others/ 
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