
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Elizabeth: The Joyful Seeker           December 6, 2020                                  Characters 

Luke 1:39-45 (2nd Week of Advent - PEACE)        Rev. Helen Harrison Ham 

Prelude 
"Of the Father's Love Begotten" 

 

 

Advent Candlelighting Song and Readings 
Light the candle of "Peace' 

 
Second Candle - The Candle of Peace 

 
Leader: Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we will light the Candle of Peace. Last Sunday we lit the First Candle in our 

Advent Wreath. This First Candle reminded us of our hope in Christ. We light it again as we remember our Savior, born a king in the 

line of King David. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and we believe that he will come again to fulfill all of God's promises to us, to rule 

the world wisely and bless all nations. 

 
(A person lights the Hope Candle) 

 
Leader: Today we light the Second Candle of Advent, the Candle of Peace. We remember the prophets who spoke of the coming of 

Christ, of how a Savior would be born, a king in the line of King David. The prophet Isaiah called Christ "the Prince of Peace". They 

told us how he would rule the world wisely and bless all the nations. When Jesus came he taught people the importance of being 

peace-makers. He said that those who make peace shall be called the children of God. When Christ comes to us he brings us peace 

Celebration of Community 
Welcome to live and online worship here at 

Saxe Gotha. For those here in person, we want to remind you to keep your masks on during the service to keep everyone healthy. 

 
-Visitor Cards are located in the pews or available from the ushers. Please fill these in and place in the offering baskets as you leave. 

 
-A Congregational Meeting will be held next Sunday, December 13 at 11am before the "Virtual" Lessons & Carols Service.  To discuss: 

1. Receive the report of the nominating committee and to elect deacons and elders; 

2. Receive and act on the recommendation by the Facilities Committee and Session regarding the right-of-way acquisition by 

Dominion Energy Carolina Gas Transmission, LLC and Dominion Energy SC, Inc. 

3. Receive and act on the recommendations by Session pertaining to changes to the Terms of Call of the ordained staff. 

 
- The Kids' Family Christmas Celebration will be next Sunday at 9:45am. We will gather to make s'mores in the parking lot. 

 
-Several families still need to be adopted. Please contact Kathy Seymour at: 4kathys@gmail.com for details. Love-A-Family gifts 

should be turned in to the Church Office by Tuesday. 

 
-Staff Love Offering - You may give in the envelopes provided by the ushers or online at: saxegotha.org/give through Dec. 13. Saxe 

Gotha has a total of 28 full and part time staff members. 

 
-We can also email the Advent devotional to you if you would like one. 

 
-Thank you to all who donated poinsettias this year. The dedications will be on the screens at the end of the service. 

mailto:4kathys@gmail.com


and he will bring everlasting peace when he comes again. We light the Candle of Peace to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of 

Peace and that through him peace is found. 

 
(A person lights the Peace Candle) 

 
Leader: Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at this candle we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ. 

 
Leader: Let us pray: Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets said you would bring peace and save your people from trouble. Give 

peace in our hearts at Christmastide. We ask that as we wait for you to come again, that you would remain present with us. Help us 

today, and everyday to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your peace with each other. We ask it in the 

name of the one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen.  

 

Call to Worship 
L: A voice cries in the wilderness "Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 

P: As we worship today, let us prepare to welcome God’s dramatic work in our midst, in our hearts, in our community, and in all of 

creation. 

All: Let us worship God. 

—based on Isaiah 40:3, NRSV 
 

 

Prayer of Confession 
Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved but also our reluctance to love. We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving 

love but also our refusal to forgive. We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redemption but also our resistance to follow you 

without question. In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we should. Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to 

receive you with joy, as the shepherds; with gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; with love, as you have loved us. Even so: 

come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
The Incarnation is the second great mystery of the Christian faith, affirmed by all Christians everywhere: that Jesus Christ is both truly 

God and truly human. As to His divinity, He is the Son, the second person of the Trinity, being of one substance with the Father; as to 

His humanity, He is like us in every way but sin, of one substance with us, like us in having both a human soul and a human body. As 

to His divinity, He is eternally begotten of the Father; as to His humanity, He is born of the virgin Mary, conceived by the Holy Spirit. As 

to His divinity, His glory fills heaven and earth; as to His humanity, His glory is shown in the form of a suffering servant, most clearly 

when He is lifted up on the cross in our place. - from ECO Essential Tenets 
 

 

Children's Message(Video) 
 

 

Advent Song of Reflection 
#281 What Child is this? 

 

 

Anthem(VIDEO) 
"Gesu Bambino" 

 

 

Message 
Elizabeth: The Joyful Seeker Luke 1:39-45 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
 

We Respond to God's Word 

Advent Sermon Bumper 

We Hear God's Word 

Offertory Prayer 
Giving Instructions 

Thanks for the Red Cross Blood Drive this week 

Passing of the Peace 

Gloria Patri 

Words of Assurance 
Comfort, comfort my people, says our God. Your sins are pardoned. The penalty is paid. Thanks be to God. —based on Isaiah 40:1-2 

Opening Hymn 
#244 Come, Thou long expected Jesus 

We Gather to Worship 



 

Invitation and Benediction 
 

 

Memory Verse 
Luke 1:41 

 
And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 



 

 

Postlude 
"O Come, All Ye Faithful" arr. Mary McDonald 

 
 

 
 

Closing Hymn 
#273 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 


