
Traditional
WITH is better than Under January 22, 2023 Cultivating a WITH-God Life

Prelude ""Little" Prelude and Fugue in C Major" by J. S. Bach
Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)
[Selected music is CCLI Song Select, One License, Public Domain, or written permission was provided by composer or arranger.]

Celebration of Community
- For visitors and members, we have QR codes that will take you directly to our visitor information, online bulletin, upcoming events/news and
giving page. Just open your camera and scan the QR code, no app necessary.  There are also paper visitor forms if you would like to fill those
in and drop them off in the baskets as you leave the service.

- Saxe Gotha is forming a brand new orchestra. We would love to have you! Rehearsals will begin on Sunday, January 29 at 12:15 pm in the
Music Suite.  Go to saxegotha.org/winter for details.

- Sunday Afternoons re-start for Youth and Kids on TODAY!  We hope to see you this afternoon starting at 4 pm!

Introit "Walk in the Light" by Ellen Purchase
Worship Vocal Team or Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano) and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

* Call to Worship
One: Christ calls those who are weary and heavy laden.
ALL:  In Christ, we find rest.
One: Christ calls us to bear his yoke and learn from him.
ALL:  In Christ, we see God’s ways.
One: Christ is gentle and humble in heart.
ALL:  In Christ, we know God’s love.
One: Come, for Christ calls us here.

* Opening Hymn #N/A "Grace! 'Tis a Charming Sound" (vs. 1-4) [Sung to the hymn, "Blest Be the Tie That Binds"
#426-CH] [ DENNIS ]
Worship Vocal Team, Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano), and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

Prayer of Confession
Prophetic One, you call us to new places and new ways.
You challenge us to dance new steps

and to sing new songs.
We yearn to follow you with confidence and joy,

but our resistance is often stronger
than our willingness.

Strengthen us with your mercy.
Renew us with your grace.
Connect us with the yoke of unconditional love,

that we may follow joyously,
and sing praise with every word

and demonstrate love with every act of our lives.
In Your holy name, we pray. Amen.

Moment of Silent Confession

Words of Assurance
Rejoice and give thanks.
With grace, Christ is already carrying our burdens

to renew our souls.
With mercy, Christ is already shouldering our load

to strengthen our lives.
For it is through Christ we are forgiven.
Amen.

We Gather to Worship



* Affirmation of Faith
As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way and with the same seriousness is he also God’s
mighty claim upon our whole life. Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a free, grateful service to
his creatures.

We reject the false doctrine, as though there were areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other lords—areas in
which we would not need justification and sanctification through him.

- From The Theological Declaration Of Barmen

* Doxology #166 "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow" [CH]
Worship Vocal Team, Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano), and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

11:00 AM ONLY - Special Music "He Leadeth Me!" by William B. Bradbury and arr. by Gary Lanier
Tyler Henderson (violin) and Garth Olson (piano)

Children's Message

* Passing of the Peace
Please stand as you are able, to share the joy, the freedom, and the rest we find in God’s love, as we greet one another in the grace and peace
of Christ.
One: Peace be with you,
ALL: and also with you.

* Hymn #630 "What a Friend We Have in Jesus" (vs. 1-3)
Worship Vocal Team, Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano), and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

Offertory Prayer
Give Online: SaxeGotha.org
Text: 803-302-3499
Mail: 5503 Sunset Blvd, Lexington, SC 29072
Place in Basket with Usher as you leave

Anthem [ David Crowder ]
8:30 " ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus (with Claire de Lune by Debussy) arr. Linda McKechnie...Cathy McGill (piano)
11:00 "Walk in Light" by Karen Marrolli | Sanctuary Choir and Tyler Hendersen (violinist)

Bumper Video

We Hear God's Word



Message: WITH is Better than Under
Matt 23:1-4; 23-26 NRSV
23:1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; 3 therefore, do whatever they
teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay
them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them.

Jesus’ critique of the Pharisees goes on for the whole chapter - and it is scathing. But to me, verses 23 and 24 really get the heart of the
matter:

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law:
justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but
swallow a camel!

Matt 11:25-30 NRSV
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Core
Life under God is full of heavy rules that break us down.
Life WITH God is marked by compassionate relationship that builds us up.

Call
Find someone you know who doesn’t go to church or who used to go to church. Ask them: “What is one way you wish Christians were more
like Jesus?” Use their answer as a prompt for your prayer time this week.

Compel
I hope people feel discomforted by the ways in which we unconsciously live moralistically “under God” instead of graciously WITH God.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer

* Closing Hymn #344 "Grace Greater than Our Sin" (vs. 1-2 & 4) [CH]
Worship Vocal Team, Sanctuary Choir, Cathy McGill (piano), and Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

* Invitation and Benediction

Postlude "O How Joyfully (Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing)" by Michael Burkhardt
Ruthie Brannen (pipe organ)

*Congregation is asked to stand if able.

Pocket Anthem "‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus (with Claire de Lune by Debussy)" Arr. by Linda McKenchnie
Cathy McGill (piano)

We Respond to God's Word


